
Local Event Promotional Idea 
 
 
Event Theme: Freedom Pens Turn-a-thon/Collection 
 
 
The Tulsa Woodcraft store and some others are participating in a program called the “Freedom 
Pen Project”.  Woodworkers across America are turning pens and sending them to our troops 
overseas.  The Freedom Pens Project is an all volunteer effort spearheaded by the members 
of SawMill Creek Woodworkers Forums to provide custom hand crafted pens to American 
servicemen and women overseas. T hey welcome anyone who is interested in the project and 
willing to donate their time, talent or services to assist in their goal of providing beautiful writing 
instruments for our military stationed in foreign countries who are in harm’s way. Every 
Freedom Pen that is delivered will serve as a constant reminder to our troops that they are not 
alone and will have our continued support until every one of them returns home. 
 
You can learn more about the Freedom Pens Project on the internet at www.freedompens.org. 
You can also go to the SawMill Creek site and read a little about it if you want more 
information.  
 
Tulsa, Charleston, Fort Worth, and Norfolk are all participating in this project in various ways 
including a “Turn-a-thon” day where customers can turn pens and they will be sent to the 
project. Some pen kits are being furnished by the stores, and then customers may purchase 
kits at a reduced price as long as they donate the finished product.   
 
If you decide to help in this project, set a date for a turning event, talk with local turning clubs, 
send out press releases, print up handouts, place signage, and start turning! Information on 
shipping the pens and other details are available from the Saw Mill Creek Woodworkers 
Forum. Go to http://www.sawmillcreek.org/forumdisplay.php?forumid=17.  Their fact sheet is 
attached here.  
 
A couple of handout options are attached for those who wish to participate. This is a great 
opportunity.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.freedompens.org/


 
 
Here is a fact sheet from Saw Mill Creek concerning the project. 
 
The Freedom Pen program is an all volunteer effort spearheaded by the members of SawMill 
Creek Woodworkers Forums to provide custom hand crafted pens to American servicemen 
and women overseas. We welcome anyone who is interested in our project and willing to 
donate their time, talent or services to assist us in our goal of providing beautiful writing 
instruments for our military stationed in foreign countries who are in harms way. 
 
Every Freedom Pen that is delivered will serve as a constant reminder to our troops that they 
are not alone and will have our continued support until every one of them returns home.  
 
Who Makes The Pens?  
Freedom Pens are being made by individual woodworkers everywhere, from small towns to 
our largest cities, amateur woodworkers are donating their time, talent and personal funds to 
create custom pens as a symbol of their support for our military men and women.  
 
How Can You Get Involved? 
We need your help to advertise our program, create pens and assist in funding the cost of 
providing pen kits and materials. The Freedom Pen program has just started to evolve and the 
members of SawMill Creek are all participating in the development and creation of the 
program. Additional details will be posted publicly right here in our forums as the program 
develops. 
 
Where Can I Ship My Pens To?  
SawMill Creek Woodworkers Forums are sponsored by Hampton Roads Online (HRO), a 
small Internet Service Provider located in Yorktown Virginia. HRO has volunteered to receive 
and distribute all pens created for the program. The shipping address is; 
 
SawMill Creek C/O 
Hampton Roads Online 
1213-H George Washington Memorial Highway 
Yorktown, VA 23693 
Telephone (757) 591-5300 
 
I Don't Own a Lathe, How Can I Help? 
Our Power Tool Forum Moderator Ken Salisbury is working on a system that will provide 
information concerning financial assistance and services we will need to help us promote the 
Freedom Pen program. We will need to purchase pen kits and materials to supply some 
woodworkers who have the equipment and talent but do not have the financial resources to 
purchase materials. The cost of materials for each each pen is very inexpensive however with 
the number of pens we hope to produce we will need to ask for monetary donations. All of the 
details will be made available in just a few days. 
 
We will need woodworkers who do not own a lathe to help us prepare wood turning blanks for 
those who are producing pens. Anyone who would like to provide lumber, even in small 
quantities would be a valuable asset to our program and we welcome their assistance. Often 
workshop scraps can be used to prepare turning blanks for pens. 



 
Our immediate need is to get the word out to newspapers, radio stations, television stations 
and magazines about our program. If you are able to assist by contacting the media and letting 
them know about our program we would certainly appreciate your efforts.  
 
What are Our Goals for the Freedom Pen Program?  
We believe we can ship over 20,000 pens this year. Our target number is relative to the 
number of woodworkers who are willing to participate. Financial support will be necessary but 
we can produce hand crafted pens at a very low cost since all of our labor is a volunteer effort. 
The progress of our Freedom Pen program will be updated regularly here in this forum and on 
a new web site under development right now.  
The members of SawMill Creek have already pledged to produce hundreds of pens so we 
expect to make our first shipment overseas in late January 2004. 
 
The men and women in our military forces serve and protect many nations all over the world. 
They are provided the very best equipment and technology by our Government but they need 
moral support from home, positive assurance that the people of our country are behind them 
every minute of every day. When one of our hand made writing instruments is used to write a 
letter home it is a symbol of our support and physical evidence that the people of America care 
deeply about their safety and are praying for their safe return home. 
 
It is a privilege for the members of SawMill Creek Woodworkers Forums to develop and 
provide continued support for the Freedom Pen program. Our members are responding to our 
call for help and are excited about getting involved with such an honorable project that will 
touch the hearts of our sons and daughters in harms way. 



Join the Freedom Pens Turn-a-thon!
Date:_______, Saturday 9am to 6pm

• Turn all day long here at Woodcraft!
• $2 per pen kit when donated to The Project
• All pens will be sent to US troops overseas
• Show your support til they all come home! 

The Freedom Pen Project is sponsored by Saw Mill Creek Woodworkers Forum and The Freedom Pens Project
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